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PLO3: Students will identify the appropriate level of scholarship among publication types 
(scholarly journals, trade publications, magazines, websites, etc.) in order to critically evaluate 
the usefulness of the information for their research need.



Hacking Search Engines

Donna Witek, Research & Instruction Librarian
WML 2nd Floor, donna.witek@scranton.edu 

mailto:donna.witek@scranton.edu


The University of Scranton Digital Collections
➢ Getting to Advanced Search

➢ Suggested Collections
University of Scranton Photos and 
Documents
University of Scranton Yearbooks
University of Scranton Aquinas
University of Scranton Newspaper 
Clippings
University of Scranton PR 
Publications and Press Releases
University of Scranton Web Archives
University of Scranton Oral History 
Collection

https://digitalservices.scranton.edu/


Digital Public Library of America
➢ Browse By Topic

Civil Rights Movement 
“YOU MIGHT ALSO ENJOY”

American Civil War
African American Lives

Photography
Personal Cameras, Citizen 
Photographers
Document Photography

https://dp.la/


Tips for Designing and Refining Search Strategies 

➢ Let your curiosity inform your search process

➢ Be flexible — research with an open mind

➢ Be persistent in the face of search challenges 

➢ Explore the search systems you are using to find sources — they 
provide tools that can shape your research 

“Metadata can further your research.”

➢ Take notes along the way (workflows!)

➢ Be intentional and reflective in your decisions about selecting 
and using sources



mailto:donna.witek@scranton.edu


What is a secondary source in the study of history?

“Secondary sources were created by someone who did not experience first-hand 
or participate in the events or conditions you’re researching. For a historical 
research project, secondary sources are generally scholarly books and articles. 

A secondary source interprets and analyzes primary sources. These sources are 
one or more steps removed from the event.” (Library Research Guide for the 
History of Science, Harvard Library) 

https://guides.library.harvard.edu/HistSciInfo/secondary
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/HistSciInfo/secondary


How do we find secondary sources related to a primary source?

● What do you already know about the primary source?
● What is the historical subject(s) the primary source addresses?
● From what time period does the primary source derive?
● What process or situation interests you about the primary source and the 

information it conveys?
● What question(s) do you have about the primary source, its historical 

subject(s), its time period, and the process or situation you are interested in?
● Xibu!lfz!ufsnt!dbo!zpv!njof!gspn!zpvs!botxfst!up!uif!bcpwf!rvftujpot@



Example: Group Gathers for Meeting on Negro Plight: Race Unit 
Raps 'Establishment'

Source: University of Scranton Archives

https://digitalservices.scranton.edu/digital/collection/clippings/id/25266/rec/11
https://digitalservices.scranton.edu/digital/collection/clippings/id/25266/rec/11


Historical Research Question

What role did TYFPMG�TVSXIWX�F]�GSPPIKI�WXYHIRXW play in 
the life of &PEGO�GMXM^IRW�SJ�7GVERXSR���XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW 
during the 'MZMP�6MKLXW�1SZIQIRX�SJ�XLI�����W?

Includes:

1. A subject of study (“Black citizens of Scranton / the United States”)
2. A time period (“Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s”)
3. A process or situation (“public protest by college students”)



Initial (Background) Research with Books 

➔

https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?qurl=https://search.credoreference.com/
https://weinberg.scranton.edu/search/m?History
/academics/wml/databases.shtml


/academics/wml/index.shtml


Going Deeper with Articles found in the Databases

➔ Bnfsjdb;!Ijtupsz!'!Mjgf: An EBSCO database that indexes journal articles, book reviews, and 
dissertations on the history and culture of the U.S. and Canada from prehistoric times through the 
present. The database comprises 400,000 bibliographic entries from over 2000 sources. Publications 
indexed are post-1964. Updated annually.

➔ Qspkfdu!NVTF: Access to the full text of over 100 scholarly journals published by the Johns Hopkins 
University Press in the areas of arts and humanities, social sciences, and mathematics. The coverage is 
from 1990 to the present.

➔ KTUPS: Provides full text access for scholarly journals in the areas of African-American studies, 
anthropology, Asian studies, ecology, economics, education, finance, history, literature, mathematics, 
philosophy, political science, and sociology. This database covers a complete journal run from the first 
issue up to the most recent three to five years.

All found in the History list of the Databases by Subject page on the Library’s website.

https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ahl
https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://muse.jhu.edu/browse
https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch
https://weinberg.scranton.edu/search/m?History
/academics/wml/databases.shtml


Query 1

Search Methodology:

Database: 

https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ahl


Query 2 

Search Methodology:

Databases: Qspkfdu!NVTF  
— Use “Advanced Search” under NFOV

Query:                     student*        IN: Ujumf
AND    black     
AND    “civil rights”
AND   protest*

★ Database scope so broad, need to target metadata fields with your topical terms
★ * Wildcard symbol supported
★ “Exact phrasing” supported
★ Limit to Kpvsobm!Bsujdmft only
★ Sfmbufe!Dpoufou link in item record 

https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://muse.jhu.edu/browse


Query 3  

https://ezp.scranton.edu/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch


Zotero & the Databases

➔ Open and log into the Zotero application on your computer 
◆ Download it at https://www.zotero.org/download/ 
◆ Zpv!nvtu!ibwf!uif!qsphsbn!svoojoh!boe!tzodijoh!xjui!zpvs!bddpvou!gps!uif!fyufotjpo!up!xpsl

➔ Add the Zotero Connector browser extension to Chrome or Firefox
◆ Download it at https://www.zotero.org/download/ 
◆ Opuf;!Tbgbsj!jt!opu!sfmjbcmz!tvqqpsufe"

➔ Use the browser extension to add citations to your Zotero Library 
◆ Be sure to open a database article record before adding it to your Zotero Library
◆ Double check the metadata that is captured for the article you’ve added

➔ If PDF is available, Zotero will include the file in your Library record
◆ Associated PDFs are visible by expanding the record entry — click on the downward arrow

https://www.zotero.org/download/
https://www.zotero.org/download/


Task 3: Research Troubleshooting - Due Wed 9/22

Ubtl!4!Hvjefmjoft



Survey and Research Prize

At the end of class today, visit

iuuqt;00xxx/tvswfznpolfz/dpn0s0tdsboupoJM
and answer the 4-question survey about your class today.

What course are you in? = ,-78����
Who is the Librarian teaching the session? = (SRRE�;MXIO

________________________________________________________________

http://www.scranton.edu/libraryresearchprize


 HIST 190 . Digital History . Fall 2021 

 Workflow Workshop: Peer Review Worksheet 

 Workflow author’s name: 

 Workflow peer reviewer’s name: 

�:RUNIORZ�UHYLHZHU��ILOO�RXW�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��

 How many steps did the workflow author document in their workflow? 

 If you needed to find the same source(s) the workflow author found, do you think you would be 
 able to do so by following their workflow? Why or why not? 

 Now test it out! Use their workflow to try to find the same source(s) they did. Were you 
 successful? If you were, share what made their workflow so easy to follow. If you were not 
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